


��tth�w w�k� u� grum��, ���wling �nd m�d. �� 
�t�m��d hi� f��t, ��ting quit� b�d. 'I w�nt ��n��k�� 
n�w!' h� l�udl� d�m�nd�d, n�v�r ���ing '�l����' �� 
h� �h�uld'v�. �i� m�m �igh�d, 'Kind w�rd� m�tt�r
 t��,' but ��tth�w huff�d, 'I d�n't ��r�, th�t'� tru�!' 
�� gr�bb�d hi� b�g with�ut � g��db��, ign�ring hi� �
i�t�r'� �h��rful '��v� � ni�� d��!' �ut th� d��r w�nt �
�tth�w, ��ur �� �i�.
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�t r�����, ��tth�w w�nt�d t� �l�� b�ll. �� �u�h�d 
hi� fri�nd �nd m�d� him f�ll. 'Giv� m� th�t b�ll!' 
h� ��ll�d �ut m��n, f�rg�tting m�nn�r�, �r��� �nd 
k��n. �i� fri�nd fr�wn�d �nd w�lk�d �w��, ���ing, 
'I w�n't �l�� unl��� ��u ��� �l���� t�d��!' ��tth�w 
�t��d �l�n�, f��ling kind �f ��d, w�nd�ring wh� 
n�  �n�  lik�d  �l��ing  with  ��m��n�  ��  b�d.  �� 
r�m�mb�r�d hi� m�m'� g�ntl� w�rd� �� tru�, �nd 
w�nd�r�d if kindn��� ��uld h�l� him t��.
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�h� n��t d��, ��tth�w tri�d ��m�thing n�w. �� ��id 
'G��d m�rning!' �nd '��w �r� ��u?' �t br��kf��t h� 
��k�d, '��� I �l���� h�v� �ui��?' �i� m�m �mil�d 
wid�,  'Wh�t � kind u��!'  �t  r�����,  h� ��k�d hi� 
fri�nd, '��n I �l�� t��?' �i� fri�nd grinn�d �nd ��id, 
'�f ��ur��, th�nk ��u!' �h�� l�ugh�d �nd �l���d b�ll 
�ll �ft�rn��n, ��tth�w f�lt h����, humming � tun�. 
N� m�r� grum�� fr�wn u��n hi� f���, �u�t �mil�� 
�nd m�nn�r� in �v�r� �l���.
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Fr�m th�n �n, ��tth�w r�m�mb�r�d t� ��� �l���� 
�nd th�nk ��u �v�r� �ingl� d��. �i� f�mil� �mil�d, 
hi� fri�nd� �l���d �l�ng, �v�r��n� h����, �inging � 
��ng. '��nn�r� m�tt�r,' ��tth�w w�uld ���, '�h�� 
m�k� m� w�rld bright�r in �v�r� w��!'  N� m�r� 
grum�� b��,  �u�t  ���ful  �h��r,  ��tth�w l��rn�d 
kindn��� bring� ����l� n��r. �� hugg�d hi� �i�t�r 
�nd ��id ��rr� t��, f�r �ll th� grum�� thing� h� u��d 
t� d�. N�w m�rning� �hin� with l�ught�r �nd light, 
��tth�w'� m�nn�r� m�d� �v�r�thing right.
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